It’s a huge week for JETSAM — coming off 
of an incredibly successful (and FUN) trans 


benefit show last weekend that raised $1500 


for ASST(e)Q and Tranzmission Prison 
Project, they're also releasing asplitER — 
opening for the legendary HIRS collective 
and then zipping off to Toronto to play New 
Friends Fest. Thanks so much to vocalist 
Jack and bassist Neon for somehow finding 
time amid all the chaos and excitement to 
answer all my questions! — Taylor 


LA CHAINE: First off, can you tell us a bit 
about your new split release."Assimilation 
is Death"? 


JETSAM: We've been together as a band for 


about a year now. "Powerviolence is for lovers” 


really felt like coming together with an idea and 
experimenting with the different ways in which 
it could go and the kind of sounds and themes 
that would resonate with us and with those 
who wauld hopefully listen fo us. Each of the 
songs on that EP sprang from one of our first 
band practices together almost fully-formed, 
which was preity magical. 


For the second ER we were a lot more 
intentional about what we wanted songs to 
sound like — we knew what we liked from the 


first EP. and had more ideas about things we 


wanted to try. "Anéantir le neant” feels like t! 
result of this. We.took our favourite parts of 
the first EP and we pushed further into tf 
directions, both in the.sedfd of the musi 
and the themes behind it, The structure 
the individual.gongs fs a little more cor 
and narrative-diiven. it nieracts more 


theatre of emotions we interact wi — 


and how you weave that 


clarity together? 


Neon: | would say that white 
the band itself was born of grie 
one truly came out of finding 
and some hope and the jewsge i 
with our loved ongsfié everything 
around US. It's @eigy io tall te despair 


nihilism, DUBGOY, especialy Queer and 
comes fram elevating each other in spite of it 


all. This all of course requires its fair share of not 


Only love, ut aiso a desire to altack, tamish, 
and leave the siaius quo i niins. 


| will Not Speak for Jack's lywicism except to 
say thai it iS alwalys amazing and inspiring 
to see them Sat down with S books and 20 
or So internet tabs open. They have a very 
scholarlyang lidraranish approach 10 music 
writing andiit GGraplimenis my aporoach to 
whiting the instmenrtetion win an ease | have 
never before exp@Henced. tf always fecis like a 
privilege working with Thea, 


Peay oi 


e 
Jack: Speaking to the lyrics, sometimes |’Il 
look through old notes or journals and just find 
a little piece of writing and thal pegerses’s 


seageusi ic, é 


nihilism, 


feSults in this homogenised, insular, sterile, 
useless thing. There have always been people 
on the fringes of that making music that is 
actually like vital and powerful and interesting; 


: GeONY chi cod nauk Ytanilin oun. 


| think what we're seeing now is that those 
people are able to take more of the spotlight. 
We've made and claimed space for that. And 


___ like, people want it. As soon as we started 
saying we were starting a powerviolence band, 


people were all over it, and that excitement has 


_ really buoyed us along. That's exactly what 


we were hoping for when we called ourselves 


_ apowerviolence band, to tap into that legacy 
and to say, hey this is actually by and for us. 


We said it so it’s true. ‘gag chorgegdiby 


das thee Thaceebiened 
tradition of queer people, trans and 
nonbinary people and women playing in 
but lam always so stoked to see more 
representation in this type of music. Can 
you talk about how your queerness informs 
JETSAM? Do you have any words for other 
queer/NB/trans people who might want to 


get into playing genres of music that have 


historically been a bit gatekept? 


Neon: Our queerness informs most of what 
We write about. We always want to be 


careful when it comes to writing about things 
outside of our own experiences, and we are 
three white trans and queer musicians and 
anarchists living on stolen land. There are so 
many stories that aren't ours to tell, but we also 
do want to elevate those stories better told 

by others who experience them. A big part of 
Jack's approach to writing involves quoting 
and referencing from literature and documents 
by and about other experiences inherently 
linked to our own and to our community. 


Jack: | guess our queermess/trans-ness is a 
lens through which we look at the world, an 


_ embodied knowing that the sorts of pervasive 


norms that we see everywhere are not the 
only ways of existing, and that they are often 
coercive and oppressive. And once that veil is 


__ pulled back, you see coercion and oppression 


everywhere, you become more sensitive to 
it. Or at least, you should. If being queer and 
trans is a life-giving joy, it’s also, at the same 
time, one of the things that makes us so sad 
and angry all the time — [continued on back] 


